














From the Director

Something amazing is happening at our Museum!

Despite the free-fall in the economy and the most severe
recession in memory, people have been attending our Museum
and Planetarium in record numbers.

What's going on? Part of the reason is that many families are
rediscovering the Museum as an affordable alternative to more
expensive entertainment venues. Although there have been
financial challenges, we chose not to increase admission prices,
and people are responding appreciatively.

| also believe that this upward spike in attendance is driven by
something more fundamental than the economic challenges of
the moment. The Reading Public Museum and its unique
campus of Museum, Arboretum and Planetarium are
expanding its mission as a vibrant community gathering

place. Here is a place that offers unique, multifaceted experiences. Visitors can access

the wonders of the world — from prehistoric dinosaurs and exploding

galaxies to sighting an Egret on the banks of the Wyomissing Creek. They

have experiences with educational substance that excite the imagination,

stimulate curiosity, and while they're at it, they have some fun!

Ronald C. Roth — Director and CEO,
Reading Public Museum

For example, here's an itinerary for a Sunday in spring, summer or
fall. Start with a picnic lunch in the Arboretum, and take a short
hike with your family — enjoy the views of wildlife and Trudy's
and the Perennial Gardens. At | p.m.you can view a family-
oriented Sky Show in The Planetarium with its state-of-the-art
digital technology. Afterwards, walk over to the Museum and
spend a few hours enjoying the latest art or science exhibition.

If you have children or grandchildren, let them get "*hands on” in
the Museum'’s Family Learning Center; or explore the treasures

in permanent gallery areas. And don't forget, before you leave,
browse in The Museum Shop for a unique gift or toy.

What's not to like?

Family Learning Center Gets “Dressed Up™

If you've been to the Museum with your children or grandchildren lately, you probably noticed
a new addition. The Ground Foor Gallery, formerly known as the Cove Gallery, has been
transformed into the Family Learning Center: With each new special exhibition, the Center has
taken on a new name and identity, but always promotes hands-on learning through discovery
and play. Children have learned about fiber arts in the Creative Corner, honed their equestrian
knowledge in the Kids’ Corral, become bikers in the Junior Bike Shop, and swum with sea
creatures in Underwater World. In August and September; the Family Learning Center
transitioned into Reading Room — a playful and cozy room
with great children’s books—a perfect summer retreat.

This October; the Center will become Backstage
in conjunction with the Museum's major
exhibition The Magic of Hollywood: The
Gene London Costume Collection. Through the
duration of this exhibition, boys and girls alike will
be able to role-play with costumes and extravagant
fashions in the Backstage area. Parents, bring your
cameras—this is a photo op not to be missed!



How I Wonder What You Are. ..

Since earliest times, stars have intrigued men and women, who most often found explanations in
their imaginations rather than in fact. Modern science, however, is helping answer questions
ranging from what a star is to whether they are all alike. Clouds of Fire:The Origin of Stars, a current
Star Show at The Planetarium, provides some of those
answers and examines the connection between the
creation of stars and the formation of everything else
in the universe. (October and November only)

Returning in December is Season of Light, one of
the most popular shows in The Planetarium’s
repertoire. It's an elegant and sophisticated
program about the coldest and darkest of
seasons — a time which holds some of the
warmest and brightest celebrations of the year.

This show traces the history and development of
many of the world's most endearing holiday customs,
all of which involve lighting up the winter: It also recounts the
historical, religious and cultural rituals practiced during the time of
winter solstice — not only Christian and Jewish, but also Celtic, Nordic,
Roman, Irish, Mexican and Hopi.

You and your family will discover a selection of Northern hemisphere
winter constellations, and find out why we even have seasons, as we
demonstrate the Sun’s path across the sky throughout the year and the
Earth’s tilt and orbit around the Sun.And of course, this program explores
the possible astronomical explanations for the “Star over Bethlehem.”

On the horizon for 2010: SonicVision, an exciting, groundbreaking,
digitally animated alternative music show on Friday nights, the return of
the laser light shows, PLUS a new Star Show from NASA, IBEX: Search
for the Edge of the Solar System.

For a schedule and pricing of these and other Star Shows, see this issue’s
Calendar, or check our Web site.

Antiques Roadshow Expert
. Visits the Museum

On June 10, Lark Mason, professional New York-based art
appraiser and expert on PBS's popular Antiques Roadshow, visited
the Museum to conduct an assessment of the Asian objects in
our collection. The full-day session included a review of objects
in the Asian Galleries, object storage, and works on paper storage.
Mason’s mission was to share his expertise in Chinese, Japanese,
Korean and Southeast Asian art and to vet the objects for their
aesthetic strengths, authenticity, and historical and cultural value.

He identified for us some exemplary pieces, and his advice

will be put to good use as we think about future Gallery

installations and updates. One of the strong points of the
collection is a group of intricately carved rhinoceros-horn
libation cups, some of which date to the late seventeenth
and early eighteenth century, decorated with natural motifs.
Excellent examples of painting, sculpture, bronze work,
porcelain and ceramics, and lacquer ware were also identified.
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Bagels & Bach is Back

Our unique Sunday-morning series is back for its fourth season
featuring our most popular performers. Join us for light breakfast
and live music from 10 am. until noon in the beautiful Atrium,
sponsored once again by Hair OnThe Avenue.

On Sunday, October |8, we welcome back David Cullen
and Jill Haley. David utilizes many styles of music, including
classical, jazz, and world music to create his own signature
sound on guitar: Jill draws from classical, folk, and jazz music
styles in order to create her own unique sound on the oboe

and English horn.

Josée Vachon will return on Sunday, November 15. She has
been celebrating her Franco-American upbringing for nearly

25 years through performing traditional and contemporary

folk songs, as well as her own compositions. Her warm, engaging
voice and personality, plus her devotion to preserving this rich heritage,
have gained her a faithful following. Her last show here was a sellout!

Admission to “Bagels & Bach”is $15 for Members and $25 for Non-Members,

and includes admission to the Museum after the show. Reservations suggested
(for food count only), but not necessary (610-371-5850 x264).

Calendar of Events and Activities

Bagelsmgm

Something For Everyone!

Planetarium

Star Shows
EVERY SUNDAY
| p.m. — The Zula Patrol: Under the Weather
2 p.m. — Two Small Pieces of Glass
3 p.m. — Clouds of Fire:The Origin of Stars
(Oct. & Nov.)
Season of Light (Dec.)

Exhibitions

ONVIEW
Through October 31

From Raw to Refined: The Creative Path of
Master Craftsmen of the Pennsylvania Guild

Through November 8

Donations from the Kathryn M. Klingeman
Collection

October 3,2009 — May 30,2010

The Magic of Hollywood: The Gene London
Costume Collection
See article in this issue.

Bagels & Bach

OCTOBER

18 Sunday, 10 am.— Noon

David Cullen & Jill Haley

Live music and light breakfast in the Atrium
$15 Members/$25 Non-Members
Sponsored by Hair On The Avenue

Bagels & Bach continued

NOVEMBER

I5 Sunday, 10 am.—Noon
Josée Vachon

Live music and light breakfast in the Atrium
$15 Members/$25 Non-Members
Sponsored by Hair On The Avenue

Adult Programs & Events

Noontime Knowledge

Bring your lunch and feed your imagination!

OCTOBER

6 Tuesday, Noon

Contemporary Techniques in Feltmaking
and Fiber Dyeing

Talk/demonstration by Pennsylvania
Guild Artist, Kachina Martin

NOVEMBER

3 Tuesday, Noon

Walk this Way:

A History of Shoes

By Director of Lifelong Learning,
Anne Corso

DECEMBER

| Tuesday, Noon (Special location:

The Planetarium)

Jack Frost and the Skies of Winter

By Planetarium Director Mark Mazurkiewicz

Free with Museum admission
(Members free)

Lectures

OCTOBER

7,21 Wednesday, 6:30 — 8 p.m.
Contemporary Poetry Seminar

With Doug Arnold

Part of series (also Nov.4, 18 and
Dec.2, 16)

$80 Members/$90 Non-Members —
Entire series

9 Friday, 6 pm.

Berks County Amateur Astronomical
Society Lecture

What Happened to Pluto?

By Ron Kunkel

Free for Museum and BCAAS Members
$10 Non-Members

16,23 Friday, 6 p.m.
Fashion in Art Lecture Series
By Marlisa Mizerak
Oct. 16 — Past as Present: Fashion fades,
the style remains the same.
Oct. 23 — What Does One Wear to
The Revolution?
$5 Members/$ 10 Non-Members
(per lecture)

Events and Activities continued on back.
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